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MESSAGE: 



Enclosed is a Response to Restriction Requirement dated October 28, 2004. 
Please confirm receipt by facsimile at your earliest convenience. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 
COLLARD & ROE, P.C. 




Elizabeth Collard Richter 
ECR:jc R^ifo. 35,103 

Enclosures 



This message is Mended only for the use of the addressee, and may contain material which is privileged and confidential. If you are not 
the intended recipient, dissemination of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission ht error, please 
notify **s immediately by telephone. Thank you. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
APPLICANT: THOMAS MAIER, T-2 EXAMINER: L. ODELL 

SERIAL NO. : 10/620,487 GROUP: 1652 

FILED: JULY 16, 2003 

TITLE: METHOD FOR FERMENTATIVE PRODUCTION OF AMINO ACIDS 

AND AHINO ACID DERIVATIVES OF THE PHOSPHOGLYCERATE 
FAMILY 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

MAIL STOP AMENDMENTS 

Hon- Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

* 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated October 28, 2004, 
Applicant respectfully responds as follows: 



The Patent Examiner has required a restriction to one of the 
following two groups: 



Group I: Claims 1-8/ drawn to a plasmid encoding the 

yfiK gene, a microorganism having increased 
yfiK gene product activity, and a method of 
introducing said plasmid into said 
mi croorganism ; 

Group II: Claims 9-16, drawn to a method of preparing 

an amino acid of phosphoglycerate family. 



PAGE 2/4 1 RCVD AT 11/24/2004 10:42:34 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 ' DN1S:8729306 1 CSID:516 365 9805 ' DURATION (mnvss):0U8 



NOU-24-2004 10:45 COLLARD AND ROE PC 516 365 9935 P. 

ELECTION : 

The Applicant respectfully elects, with traverse, the 
invention of Group 1/ Claims 1-8, drawn to a plasniid encoding the 
yfiK gene, a microorganism having increased yfiK gene product 
activity, and a method of introducing said plaemid into said 
microorganism, for further prosecution. 

Applicant believes that any search for the invention 
embodied in claims 1-8 would necessarily include a search for the 
method embodied in 9-16- Thus, a simultaneous search of both 
groups is believed not to constitute an unreasonable search for 
the Patent Examiner. In addition, it is believed that the 
objectives of streamlined examination and compact prosecution 
would be promoted if a search were conducted simultaneously for 
all of the species. Also, the necessity of filing multiple 
patent applications for the same invention does not serve to 
promote the public interest. This is because of the extra 
expense that is involved, in filing fees and examination costs, 
as well as the burden upon the public due to the necessity of 
searching through a multiplicity of patent files in order to find 
the complete range of subject matter claimed in several different 
patents that could otherwise be found in one issued patent only. 

2 



PAGE 314 ' RCVD AT 1 1/2412004 10:42:34 AM (Eastern Standard Time] * SVMSPTOff XRMfl * ONIS:8729306 ' CSiD:516 365 9805 1 DURATION (mm«$):0M8 



NOU-24-2004 10=46 



COLLfiRD RND ROE PC 



516 365 9885 



P. 04 



Applicant reserves the right to file divisional applications 
for the non-elected embodiment. 



COLLARS & ROE, P.C. 
1077 Northern Boulevard 
Roslyn, New York 11576 
(516) 365-9802 
ECR : j c 



Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS MAIER, T-2 




C. Collard, Reg. No . 22 , 532 
Edwaid k . Freedman , Reg . No . 2 6 , 0 4 8 
Elizd^th Collard Richter, Reg .No . 35, 103 
Attorneys for Applicant 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 



Fax No. 703-872-9306 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being sent by 
facsimile- transmission to the Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-145j*r75k November 24, 2004. 




Elizabeth Collard Richter 
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